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Use this guide for your first steps with the Agilent 6400 Series Triple Quadrupole LC/MS,
and as a road map for your user information.

What is the Agilent 6400 Series Triple Quadrupole LC/MS system?

The Agilent Triple Quadrupole LC/MS is a liquid chromatograph triple quadrupole
mass spectrometer that performs MS/MS using three sets of parallel rods (in this
case, quadrupole, hexapole, quadrupole). The first quadrupole separates ions into
precursor ions that are fragmented in the hexapole into product ions, which are
separated by the second quadrupole. Often, two or more precursor ions and their
product ions are monitored in sequence in MRM (multiple reaction monitoring)
mode. You can monitor up to 4000 MRM transitions by using Dynamic MRM.

The Agilent 6490 and 6495 Triple Quadrupole LC/MS includes the iFunnel
Technology which provide more efficient sampling of ions into the mass
spectrometer. The iFunnel Technology includes the Dual Offset Ion Funnel, the
Agilent Jet Stream source, and a shorter desolvation assembly with Hexabore
Capillary.
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The Agilent 6495, 6490, 6470, and 6460 Triple Quadrupole LC/MS instruments are
shipped by default with the Agilent Jet Stream source that uses a super-heated
sheath gas to collimate the nebulizer spray, which dramatically increases the
number of ions that enter the mass spectrometer.

The Agilent 6495B Triple Quadrupole is equipped with a novel gate valve for
replacing hexabore capillaries during routine maintenance without breaking
vacuum.

You can set up an Agilent Triple Quadrupole LC/MS with the Agilent 1100, 1200,
1260 or 1290 Infinity, or 1260 Infinity II LC modules.

Also, the Agilent Triple Quadrupole LC/MS comes with Agilent MassHunter
Workstation Software that includes three major parts:

e Data Acquisition — From one program you can tune the mass spectrometer,
control and monitor instrument parameters, set up acquisition methods and
worklists containing multiple samples and monitor real-time run plots.

* Quantitative Analysis — From one program you can set up a batch of data
files and quantify, evaluate and requantify the results. From this program
you have access to the Method Editor for setting up and editing the
quantitation methods.

¢ Qualitative Analysis - From the Qualitative Analysis Navigator program you
can extract and integrate chromatograms, subtract background, extract peak
spectra, identify spectra, and compare data from different types of data
files. From the Qualitative Analysis Workflows program, you can find
compounds using a variety of algorithms and identify those compounds.

What's New in Data Acquisition

The Data Acquisition program for the 6400 Series Triple Quadrupole has many
new features in this revision.

in B.08.02

¢ The 6495B Triple Quadrupole is supported.

e Other supported models are 6410B, 6420A, 6430A, 6460A, 6460C, 6470A,
6490A, and 6495A.

e The 1260 Infinity II LC system is supported.

* Qualitative Analysis software version B.08.00 is supported.
¢ Quantitative Analysis software version B.08.00 is supported.
e ECM 3.4.1 SP2 HF3 - HF4 is supported.

Agilent 6400 Series Triple Quadrupole LC/MS Quick Start Guide



¢ A Resource App is available to access the eFamiliarization Guide, the
updated animated Maintenance Guide (including Gate Valve instructions),
and all user and installation guides.

e Microsoft Windows 10 and Microsoft Windows 7 are supported.

* Customizable, automatic data file name generation is available for a
Worklist.

in B.08.01

¢ The supported models are 6410B, 6420A, 6430A, 6460A, 6460C, 6470A,
6490A, and 6495A.

e Agilent Compliance (with ECM) is the only mode supported.
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Where to find information

Where to find information

Help

Press F1 To get more information about a pane, window or dialog box, place the
cursor on the part of the pane, window or dialog box of interest and press F1.

Help menu From the Help menu, access “How-to” help and reference help.

Installation and User Guides

Resources

You can access these guides from the TQ LC/MS Resource App which you can start
from the TQ LCMS Resources icon.

You can access these guides from the online Help if they are installed. Some of
these guides are also included with your system in printed format. They are also
available at www.agilent.com.

Installation Guide This guide is used to install the hardware and software,
configure the instrument, and verify performance.

Upgrade Guide This guide is used to upgrade your MassHunter Workstation
software from a previous version.

MassHunter Offline Installation Guide This guide provides instructions to install
Data Analysis software on a computer other than the one used to acquire data. It
also supplements the Upgrade Guide and Installation Guide.

Animated Maintenance Guide Use this animated guide to help maintain and
troubleshoot your Agilent Triple Quadrupole LC/MS.

Concepts Guide - The Big Picture Learn the background information to help you
understand operation of the hardware and software.

Data Acquisition for 6400 Series Triple Quadrupole LC/MS Familiarization Guide

Do the exercises to learn to use the Triple Quadrupole LC/MS hardware and Data
Acquisition program for 6400 Series Triple Quadrupole MS.

TQ Data Acquisition eFamiliarization Guide Follow the eFamiliarization guide to
get to know the software.
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Where to find information

Study Manager Quick Start Guide Use this guide to learn to use the MassHunter
Study Manager software.

MassHunter Optimizer Software Quick Start Guide Use this guide to learn about
the MassHunter Optimizer program. The MassHunter Optimizer program provides
a way to automatically optimize the data acquisition parameters for MRM mode
(multiple-reaction monitoring) on a Triple Quadrupole instrument for each
individual compound analyzed.

MassHunter Data Acquisition for Triple Quadrupole LC/MS Compliance Quick Start
Guide Use this guide to learn about the MassHunter Data Acquisition
Compliance program.

Using OpenLAB ECM with MassHunter Quantitative Analysis Workflow Guide Use
this guide to learn about using OpenLAB ECM with the MassHunter Quantitative
Analysis software.

Qualitative Analysis Familiarization Guide Do the exercises to learn to use the
Qualitative Analysis programs. (Access this guide from the LC/MS Data Analysts
Resource app.)

For information on what is new in the Qualitative Analysis program, refer to the
Qualitative Analysis Familiarization Guide.

Qualitative Analysis eFamiliarization for TQ  Follow the guide to learn to use the
Qualitative Analysis programs. (Access this guide from the LC/MS Data Analysts
Resource app.)

Quantitative Analysis Familiarization Guide Do the exercises to learn to use the
Quantitative Analysis program. (Access this guide from the LC/MS Data Analysis
Resource app.)

For information on what is new in the Quantitative Analysis program, refer to the

Quantitative Analysis Familiarization Guide.

Quantitative Analysis eFamiliarization Follow the guide to learn to use the
Quantitative Analysis program. (Access this guide from the LC/MS Data Analysis
Resource app.)
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Where to find information

Training

Familiarization Guide Use all three familiarization guides to get to know the
software.

eFamiliarization Guide Use all three eFamiliarization guides to get to know the
software.

Quick Start Guide Use the quick start guides for Study Manager, Optimizer and
Compliance to get to know these programs.

Training Courses Visit www.agilent.com to view a listing of training courses for
the Agilent Triple Quadrupole LC/MS.

6 Agilent 6400 Series Triple Quadrupole LC/MS Quick Start Guide


www.chem.agilent.com

Getting Started

Getting Started

Install the Triple Quadrupole LC/MS hardware and software

Use the Installation Guide to install the hardware and software and verify
performance.

Set up, run, and analyze samples

The roadmap below shows you the steps to set up and run a batch of samples from
start to finish. Follow the instructions on the next pages to get started and to learn
where to find the information to help you with each step in this roadmap.

=
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Getting Started

Step 1. Start the Data Acquisition software

The instructions below include the following assumptions:
* The hardware and software are installed.

¢ The instrument is configured.

Use instructions in the Installation Guide to configure the instrument for
the first time and any time you change the LC configuration.

The LC modules and the Triple Quad MS are turned on, but the LC pump is not
running.

After installation, you see all of the Agilent MassHunter Workstation Software

icons on your Desktop. To start the Data Acquisition program, double-click the
Data Acquisition icon. In Windows 7 you can instead click Start > Agilent >
o EEa MassHunter Workstation > Data Acquisition. In Windows 10 you can instead
|| click the Windows icon and then click Agilent > Data Acquisition.
L=
Dats The Data Acquisition window appears.
Acquisition
Nﬂ _
ﬁ‘#_lm Eals =E | oo |
:J]ualitati-.-e OQ [+ Agilent MassHunter Workstation » [ %3 ||[ Search Agitent 1 Workstation |
Mavigaton
W File Edit View Tools Help
Organize *  Includein library »  Share with = Burn New folder - 1 @
3 Favorites D3 e
[} el U [E==—1
I | A E B
I [ Libraries Acq Teols IM-M5S PCDL Toolsfor  Acq System  Acq System Data IM-MS
Browser B.08.00 Qualitative Launcher Logbook  Acquisition Browser
'& Homegroup E%(’lilusﬂ Tools gnﬂag\)gés B.08.00
ASTEDS w [YEl TE }
oo » @ B B E A 5
w » B B HE e S
P Offline Offline PCDL Qualitative  Qualitative  Qualitative Study
> S Network Method Worklist ~ Manager  Analysis  Navigator ~ Workflows  Manager
Editor Editor B.08.00 B.07.00 B.08.00 B.08.00

3 Agilent MassHunter Workstation

' 15 items State: 3 Shared

When Data Acquisition opens, the software engines automatically
start. If you need to restart them, right-click the Acq System
Launcher icon in the system tray, and click Start Engines.

If you have recently changed LC modules, remember to configure the

Aty instrument again. See the Installation Guide for instructions.

Editor
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Getting Started

Windows—where you do most of your work

When you first start the Data Acquisition program, the main window appears. You
do almost all of your work within the eight windows of this main window. These
windows provide the tools to set up acquisition methods, run samples
interactively or automatically, monitor instrument status, monitor runs and tune
the instrument.

Instrument Status | Chromatogram Plot Method Editor Spectrum Plot Actuals
window window window window window
| I Sglent bimsHurter Workiation Daks cquiritinh =R ]
Fle  viwm  Gampl:  Woeklut o Methos L= el
Cuntest: [Azquaition, v iyt [pedivnne -] - | @ (e (T Koot
| Inatsumest Seis .3
HIP Sampler Gt Fum Column Camg LA s,
] o [ Siim
) I 1 hat e
3 naEm
e A0
. A == co=o0co=m
Chramateaem ol x
T 3500], A5 ESIC-), 480350
e i
A200000 o
iy o - P R — " 4 c
=4k Tww w0 wm T am e oo 12 " a0 12 = . 2 F) 3
| Method Exe x
Jred E | - o rpply D

Fropeties D4 HPSamgler  FiF Sangler Fretnoainent Dot Fursp sap | oo

Tuneis Stop b ||| Peepizitinn | Szurce | Cheorecoren | remonet | dsgnzetes |

e RE ML & b v P Zamn et
| N Szt Yarre Stat s EwdHas  Geznlve | Gsgvenr  Ueldocelsiicvabace ol
Biwre.. | ' m [t 5-:1| £ A Froilom
Tar: i !
% Fedwdh [T rin
R Jua | e g
Dietabn ) vy St
| Tous [ L
PREp—
tep oz [ e
Lzt shorags: it -]
s ovdeels ({478 eiar

st @

*Method Edroe [TWorie: | Samte A |

The Sample Run and Worklist windows are tabbed here. These three windows are “sharing” this space. You
click the tab to switch to a different window.

Figure 1 Main window of the Data Acquisition software program
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Show/hide the windows You can show one window at a time on the screen or up
to seven windows. You can never hide all of the windows. To show or hide a
window, you click the commands in the View menu. You can also hide a window by
clicking the X icon in the upper right corner of the window.

When you click a window, the title of the active window changes to a different
color. Press F1 to obtain help on the active window. You can also drag a window
border to resize the window. If you double-click the title of the window, the
window “floats” outside of the main window. You can double-click the title bar
again to “dock” the window.

Instrument Status window With this window you view the status of each device
configured with the instrument: Error, Not ready, Pre-run, Post-run, Running,
Injecting, Idle, Offline, or Standby. You also set non-method control and
configuration parameters for the LC devices and the MS instrument.

This window displays the current status of each device both as text and by its
color-coding:

Not ready

Offline

 Instrument Status x
HiP Sampler Quat. Pump Column Comp. DAD Qaa
k] sancby -l d-j ___ de]
EmMF) e EYe) e
E"" & & dj A ES
5.00uL 1000 00  0.000 mL/min B =
e g’ i 1
L = A =+ co—mo=—m @. ' o
00 0.0 22,60 °C 2285°C
0.00 /0.00 Instrument Standby [(] @on @or

Actuals window With this window you view the current value of selected
instrument parameters. See “Set up to view real-time parameter values (actuals).”
on page 16 for more information.
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! Actuals x

Parameter Value
QQQ: Not Ready Text Long
QQQ: Not Ready Text Short

QQQ: Gas Flow 5.0 i/min
QQQ: Eror State no_error
QQQ: Instrument State background_scauisition
QQQ: lon Mode AJSESI

Chromatogram Plot window With this window you monitor the chromatogram
plots in real time. These plots can be user-defined signals and/or instrument
parameters. You select the plots in the Chromatogram tab in the QQQ tab in the
Method Editor window.

{ Chromatogram Plot x

aes
268
1E8

- T T T T
EI” 1 15 2 min

Spectrum Plot window With this window you monitor the spectral plot in real
time.

¢ Spectrum Plot x

000 Spectum |MS [1:MS2 Scan, ESI(+], 238

BTE0K Area 0 3108

| sook mfz 310.9

S gson DM 07 328

Height: 628658
0~

. i E 3630 |0

100 150 200 250 300 350 400
v v miz(amu)
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Method Editor window  With this window you enter acquisition parameters for

the method. If you click the button in the QQQ tab, then you can see the tune
values in the Tune Parameters dialog box.

i Method Editor
<l W | B | Q00 Bamplen o Apply
Fropeties DA Sampler  Sampler Fretieatment  BinayPump  ColmnComp. YWD | 000
Tune file Stop time Acquisition | Source | Chvamstosram | instrumert | Disgnostics |
atunes.tune. mil e Scan segments
o (o ] min Seqment Name StartMass ErdMass | ScanTime | Fragmentor | Cell AcceleratorValtage | Polarity
» 100] 00| 500 100] 7|Positive
on source: Time fiering
ESl ~ 007 min
Tine seqments
Start Delts | Deha
@ = SeanType | DivValve | oot | D8 | Stored
v [ 0[M52 5ean ToWs | 40| i ® |
Sieah parameters
Step size: ] anu
Data storage: Frofilz
203 oyolesis [1936  me/oucls
203 4536 Thieshold [

Sample Run window  With this window you enter sample information to run
individual samples interactively, and you can start a single sample run. You can
also specify an Override DA Method and select either Both Acquisition and DA

or DA Only for the Method Type, and then Data Analysis is run as part of the
method.

{ SampleHun
»>
Sample

Addiional Infomation
Mame

L Faanele: Nare
Fampk] Fesiion  Vig 1

L4

Parameier Vake
Irj=ctine Ve SPIIFTTE

T

Corenert

Eqih T il
Caiafie

& futalrcmment

Mame Teat 4352800026 | i Dty |
Falh Do aesHnleDoka |

®]]

e | Wethnd Bk Sanis Sun |
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Worklist window With this window you enter sample information for multiple
samples. When you run the worklist, the samples are automatically run in the
order listed in the worklist. You can select whether to run Acquisition Only, to run
Both Acquisition and DA, or to run DA only by selecting one of these options for
the Part of method to run in the Worklist Run Parameters dialog box.

| workList
Dvrdd » B '
" Sample Name Sample Position Method Data File Sample Type Level Name Comment  Sample Group Info.
1 |Samplet |P1-a1 QQC_Example.m |worklistDatal.d Sample
2 Sample? |P1-A2 Q00_Example.m |WorklistData2 d Sample
3 v [Sampled P1-B1 QQQ_Example.m WarklistDatad.d Sample
4 | v [Sampled ~[[000_Example.m ‘WarklistDatad.d Sample

Worklist

workList | Method Edtor | Sample Run |

Tune window With this window you tune the mass spectrometer. You can use the
automatic tuning algorithms that are provided, or you can manually tune the
instrument. You have to switch to the Tune Context to see this window.

i B Agitent MassHunter Werkstataan Data Acquistion = ol e
File  Wiew Tooks  Help
Cantext: | Tune +| Layout: [petauttizmipt -0 - 3 - » Methed: gefautm Werklist: B
 Tune i
S ::'\Z'H:.!‘SUOEL\ f;ﬂi (1] o E::THﬁJZJES‘L] |l2121.8[| Autotune Ramps
aqq leight: 2226 {1 o Haight: 10136 [

B =
. | '|

During an Autotune or Checktune,

n‘l‘fﬁ J -
& £ 8000 |
5 1 B some of the parameters are
5 £ o .
3 10 f '| 2 | g ramped to determine the best
avon | 1
a0 ! {
- E = \ 8 value.
! /
410 | =000 4
i / ”“-\\5 o "ll “\ /',%:‘2” - é Ia 9’? 1‘& -1!5 ala ﬁl’i 7!9 3:1 a0 eln
; : T ; 5, SR g : i
116 v e 12 120 2920 21 ra il 218 2124
= miziams) 7 mizfam} K= H¥ahm Yo YWale 312

Aulolures | Wanusi Tune

Palaly- S g
o o 5 Clear Fauds
" Fudivs [ St oo Pt delaulz [ TuneLlal Ork ! niiadzivg perzmeler vaues ane

arvd el g L] O

" Hagsive Taget Fesi Witlh et R
Uric [0z wiee iz widesl 75 Flevieving dst fo M5 peak:
Done

TuringCusd 1 @ ..

& Bath

Cracklure | vaves aie o amu| Optors: - -
Ui vide it This section shows the
Mz v lokarce [EE] 1w jo.qa 'z o -
s : e RSl current progress|in the
Feab with i 7 & 3 Autotune or Checktune.
Lompkde A 0
[Tiing et = [ [TI11

If you make changes in the Manual Tune tab, you can print a Checktune
and Autotune report when you click Create Tune Report.
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Step 2. Prepare the LC modules

Read and follow the instructions in the online Help for each of the tasks in the
checklist described on the following pages. While you condition or equilibrate the
column, you can tune the Triple Quadrupole MS.

1 Switch LC stream to Waste.

When you are not acquiring data, you switch the direction of the LC stream away
from the MS ion source and to waste.
If you have the LC connected to a VWD or DAD, you can still monitor the
fluctuations of the VWD or DAD real-time chromatogram before a run.

a Right-click the QQQ device in the Instrument Status window.

 Irestaument Sishe:
HIP Sampler Quat. Pump Column Camp. DA [a]ala] P e -
T T
EMFD) ) EMFLZ) EMFE)  Don@on
‘_,[_, ﬁ m jﬁ_ djl A
s5.00u TR - 1
| = N — Rer | |EL
i A A=+ o=mao=m ram | o
an on 226370 2877 Casbrant
¥ Collision Gas.

e .

Went

000/ 0.00 instrument Standby (] @on Son

b Click LC > Waste.
2 Purge the LC pump.

Follow the directions for purging the pump in the User Guide for your
pump.
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Step 2. Prepare the LC modules

3 Set up to condition or equilibrate the column.
a Type LC parameters, and click the Apply button in the toolbar to
download them to the LC.

| MehoaEnr
DrWd B | o2y [

Froperfies D4 HiP Sampler  HiF Sampler Frevesiment | Quat Pump  ColumnComp. DD GQQ

Quat. Pump (G1311B) m m
Lo * b Advanced
T30 % mimin A Timetable (5182 svents)
[ #inction cenic view
Sebistis Flow Max. Fr
. Prossure
i s Timelwnl Al BIW (COH Ofl Py, i
(LTINS TN TS 1 0.300 00,00
B A [@e s | 1800 BOD 400 oo (+1.] 0,500 400,00
—— 2000 @O 0. 00 00 ral0
O [mz]s |
o [ 1% | 8
Preanurs Limita
Hin: 000 : | bar Max G000 1 | bar
Saoptime Peattime
@ da Injscionta Limit ® F
o] w - | min ol 1 in
e Flemasve Cloar Al Clear Emoty
ey e Cut Comy Fasse Shift Times 000 T min

o

b Right-click an LC module in the Instrument Status window and click
one of the commands to change any non-method control parameters, if

necessary.
Gilgaizpont Sy X
HiP Sampler Quat. Pump ? = Column Comp. DAD QaQ
I T T
EMF@) (@on Soft EMFE@) EMF@) EMF@

@ @ & q? AISESI
5.00uL 1000 00  0.000 mL/ “J*C
= =* Control.. g‘ ‘;@-m

G oar CO—00 co0—10

Error Method #| 22.68°C 2284°C h m

Identify Device

g Switch On

(4] Botte Filings..

IR_=1

0.00/0.00 Instrument Standby [ @on @of

¢ Monitor the baseline and adjust the plot to make sure the column is
equilibrated and the baseline stable. (See step 4 and step 5 on page 16.)
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4 Set up to view real-time parameter values (actuals).

As you prepare for a run and during a run, you want to see the actual
values of the instrument parameters. You can do this in the Instrument

Status window.

a Right-click the Actuals list to see the Setup command.

Actuals

Parameter Value
000; Not Ready Text Long

000; Run State pieiun
000: High Vac 1.27E5 Ton
000; Gas Temp 380
000; Roughac 1.66E+0 Tor

000: Tubo 1 Speed 100.0%

002 it [ s o
000: Fimware Version = U0.07.03

000: Sheath Gas Flow 12.0lmin
000: Sheath Gas Temp 400°C
Binary Pump: Fiipple 022%

Q00 Instrument State

< I

background_scqistion

b

b Click Setup to bring up the list of Actuals available for monitoring.

Actuals Sefection Dialog
Available Faiameters
[ HP Samaer -

Irstnunz: Stabe

ler: Made

lon Pataily

ler Sowss

Lecked Mode

KE 1 Haater

ME 2Heale

Helud i

Hek Fizacky Tee Lang
Mok Feady Tewt Shart

Parzneters 1o daplay

|

QR0 Mot Ready Tasl Lang
Q00 AunSiale

Q00 High Ve

Qa0 Gas Tema

QE0: AoughVac |3
Q00: Tubo | Speed
Q00: Tubo 2 Speed
000: Fimeere Varsion
000: Shesi GesFlos
000: Sheath Ges Temp
Eray Fumo Foepke

. (0 v

Clear A1

o | [ Cwes

¢ Add all the parameter values you intend to monitor, and click the OK
button. Parameters that you may want to monitor include MS values
(such as heater, and vacuum pressure) or LC values (such as binary
pump, column, DAD, etc.) You can set the background and text color for
each parameter. You can also set a range for the parameters which are
numbers. If the value of the parameter is not within the limits which
you entered, then the background of the parameter is set to red.
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5 Set up real-time plot displays.

As you condition the column, you can set up the displays to monitor the
effluent.

Right-click the chromatogram plot, and click Change.

Chromatogram Plot

x
TIC
375134
] Freeze
375134
375134 Zoom Qut
| Adjust
| Change...
T T t T T T
20 -10 o 10 20 =0 min

In the Edit Signal Plot dialog box, you can select the type of display signal

Edit Signal Plot

(=]
Ayailable Signals Selected Signals

inary Fump: Pressure

Einary Fum: Flow | i
Einary Pump: Solvent Ratio &

Einary Pump: Solvent Ratio B

Binay Punp: Dircctonof Fiston ey |
Einary Pump: Direction of Pistan _

rTIC:

" Predictable Range @ Floating Range

From: :I \-awis range,  |1.192092835¢ :|
To :I Offset: i :| %
Ut y-adiust
™ & ol
window Propttiss
-avis range: [60 ﬂmm
I~ Draw Grid
0K | Cancel Apply
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Step 3. Prepare the Triple Quadrupole instrument

Do a Checktune, Autotune or Manual Tune

1 From the Context list, click Tune.

=) Agilent MassHunter Workstation Data Acquisition

File  View  Sample ‘Worklist Method  Tools  Help
Context: | Acquisition - | Layout: |Default(sys)yt
Tune

ul

i Instrume

You can see the Instrument Status window, the Actuals window and the
Tune window when you switch to the Tune context. Click Tune in the View
menu if the Tune window is not visible.

Avtotune | s s
Polarly Butohns
" Eusiin R ot froen Facson defauls I TuneUri O Autzhng I
™ Nagalus Taigel Hean il o
Cinshe Tuns
= nk Uni 07 W 17 wide [ Fimeil
Chacklune Al sy e i g Ny
Urd wide et
Maza ds lseznze [0 i kD ~ Racak \
s [ Repormiz bekow 100
Toget  Tokiawe Tagel  Tokiree Tapst  Towawen -
Pck vith w6 7 Rt R
% Complels £0% 1035
| R

2 Click Checktune to evaluate if the MS parameters are within the limits to
produce the specified mass accuracy and resolution. Checktune takes
approximately 3 minutes to run for each polarity.

If the current tune file was last tuned with the Fast Scan Autotune, then
the Checktune algorithm only checks MS2. If the current tune file was last
tuned with Autotune, then the Checktune algorithm checks both MS1 and
MS2.

If the current tune file was last tuned with the Fast Scan Autotune, then
the Fast Scan check box is marked on the Manual Tune tab.

Do a Checktune regularly.

You can run a Checktune with the following sources: ESI; AJS ESI, and
MMI.

If Checktune passes, then skip to step 5.

18 Agilent 6400 Series Triple Quadrupole LC/MS Quick Start Guide



Getting Started

If Checktune fails, then you can try using the Manual Tune tab to fix the
problem. See the next step.
3 Try the following quick changes to get Checktune to pass.
a Click the Manual Tune tab.
b If the failure occurred in MS1, click the MS1 tab. Select the Peak

Width based on which resolution failed in Checktune. You can select
Unit, Wide, or Widest. Then, click the Adjust Gain & Offset button.

udchrs Manwal Ture |

I Colbant o & LEsHE  ( LEowasie opties MS1 | consen el | ksa | oetector | Fes | scevistion |

len Gousee ST pavamasers Gaindallzst hiia
[T & EFAT Cucn 138 amu Pasks widin Uri: -

@ Posiiee Scan Tyos COEM o e [TEE widhGan1 (B Geblold

© Hegaive Wzl cI o [FT 1o [T sipfET— | | whhomert [ T
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¢ If the failure occurred in MS2, click the MS2 tab. Select the Peak
Width based on which resolution failed in Checktune. Then, click the
Adjust Gain & Offset button.

d If the Adjust Gain and Offset passes successfully, then save the
autotune file. Click Manual Tune. Then, click the Files tab, and click
Save.

e Click the Autotune tab.
f Click the Checktune button.

If Checktune fails again, you must run an Autotune, which is described
next.

4 Click Autotune to tune the MS automatically (approximately 30 minutes for
each ionization mode for all models except the 6490 and the 6495. The
6490 and 6495 take approximately 25 minutes per ionization mode.). The
system automatically changes different tune parameters to tune the MS. You
only do an Autotune when it is necessary.

For all instruments except the 6490 and the 6495, you can run an
Autotune with the following sources: AJS ESI, and MMI. With the 6490 and
6495, you can only run an Autotune with the AJS ESI source.
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If Autotune fails, then you mark the Start from Factory Defaults check
box. Then, if you click Autotune, the instrument is tuned starting from the
factory defaults (approximately 30 minutes for each polarity for all models
except the 6490 and the 6495. The 6490 and 6495 take approximately 25
minutes per ionization mode.).

Checktune and Autotune reports are automatically generated after
Autotune completes successfully. If Autotune fails, no reports are printed.
You can check the progress box in the lower right side of the Autotune tab
to see the reasons why the tune failed. Then, you can either fix the
problem, or call the Agilent service engineer and provide this information.

If Autotune fails or you assess that the Triple Quadrupole MS needs custom
values entered for its tune parameters, you can manually tune the
instrument. If you cannot get the instrument to tune successfully, then
please call your Agilent service engineer.

fatctnn Manual Tuns |
I Calbieri o ELESHE O Lesere Optios | 1431 | comence | 152 | oeteser | Pl | aceusten
o Seue Opice parzmelors Dyrric Rl Takke iccll|
o e — I Erabi
] Fagnewor [ v Lensiof [ W s :
L Fragrescy S
@ Podivs Sean Type Lens2AF On Lersd BF O
= =1 N e el Mew | vakn P
 Hoguioe fMaz Pralis = Sk [15 v Leoc [0 ¥ [ v o Turs
Gas Terp (320 0 © _ Paarsm:
Gas Flow 13 0o L Doiepoie AR [500 R o e
Hebudze [15 .
Copday [0 o [3E0 o [ED v Depua 00 [3 u Lins? RF Pricea| -
5
Hemp paransier
=it [Capoety =] Fom [T w[@ b [i2 Salkg = i Rerg |
Vimin Urd
[Facarmlis Vol s Serl (D Hurden Tune S GE B at s, TUNE L T ory

5 Optional. Click the Fast Scan Autotune Only button if you want to tune
for Fast Scan. You only do this step if the Autotune results are acceptable.

Fast scan acquisition is only supported on the 6490.

For Fast Scan acquisition you use one of these two scan types: MS2 Scan
and Product Ion scan. Fast Scan autotune only tunes with the Wide (1.2)
resolution, Samples set to 1 (on the Manual Tune > Acquisition Tab), and
the step size must be 0.2. The scan time in the Acquisition tab is generated
automatically based on the step size and the mass range.

Fast Scan acquisition is not supported for the 6470 and 6495. Instead, you
achieve the faster scan rate by increasing the step size to 0.3 m/z.

6 In the Context list, select Acquisition.
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Switch LC stream to MS

e After you condition the column and tune the Triple Quadrupole MS, you
switch the LC stream from Waste to MS. See “Switch LC stream to Waste.” on
page 14 for how to do this.

Monitor MS baseline and spectral displays

If you did not monitor the LC baseline with a VWD or DAD, make sure that the
Triple Quadrupole baseline is stable, and no spectra of interfering intensity
appear in the display.

If you did monitor the LC baseline with a VWD or DAD, you change back to the
default Triple Quadrupole displays.

1 Right-click the chromatogram plot, and click Change.
2 Select the MS signal, and click OK.

View the system loghook for events and errors

As you prepare the instrument, you may run into an error that you want to
troubleshoot. You do this through the System Logbook Viewer.

* Click the Log icon () in the toolbar of the Data Acquisition window,
and view the logged events.

¢ Or click Tools > System Logbook Viewer.

e Or right-click the icon in the system taskbar. First, click Enable
Notification. Then, right-click the LOG icon and click Configure. The
system can notify you of new errors and warning by showing messages
from the taskbar.

When the System Logbook Viewer is open, you can select the time period to keep
System Logbook entries. You can set the value from 1 week to 1 year. To do this,
you click Tools > Purge Settings. The System logbook purge dialog box opens.

{8 Logbeok Viewer- C:\MassHunter\SysLogbook log ===
File Edit View Tools Help
- - E5. System logbook purge (3]
2| @ @Y
L EventTypiEventSouCated 1. oiog before purging System Loghook enties 0K il
& 04/10/201411.58 1Nomal  AcgEng  Fiun i
© 0/10/2014 158 Namal  Acging  RunSl  [Tweek v
o 04/10/2014 11:44:% Normal AogEng Run &1
3 04/10/204 11:38:E Waming | AcqEng
3¢ 04/10/2014 11:38:2 Enar AcgEng
o 04/10/2014 11:37:1 Narmal Spstem Startu]
e A AR A A AT M e ) [aere—y [T, Tt T e o et »

Status 410/2014 12.07 P
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Step 4. Set up and run an acquisition method

Read and follow the instructions in the online Help for each of the tasks described
on the following pages.

Also, do Exercise 1 of the Data Acquisition Familiarization Guide to learn how to
set up and run an acquisition method.
1 Set up the method:
a Type the values and settings for each of the tabs below.
b Optional. If you want to download the settings to the instrument, click
Apply.
¢ To save the method, click Method > Save As.
d Name the method and click OK.
2 Enter values for all of the LC modules configured for the instrument.

i Method Editor x
Divdd B - & Apply | D

Properties DA HiP Sampler  HiP Sampler Pretreatment | Quat. PFump | Column Comp. DAD  QQQ

Quat. Pump (G1311B) mm mm

Flow “ D Advanced
0300 | mUmin 4 Timetable (5/184 events)
[ function centric view
Solvents
= - o v, w1 | Flow Max, Pressure
A Time {min] ALEL - BEEL CEE DEEL i Limit fbar]
000 870 130 0.0 00 0300 600.00
3 @ [0 7] % 180 €00 400 0.0 00 0.500 400.00
2000 600 400 0.0 00 0.400
=g
o 0
Pressure Limits
Min: 000 : | bar Max 600,00 : | bar
Stoptime Posttime
@® As Injector/No Limit @ O
@) min o)
Add Remove Clear All Clear Empty
Cut Copy Paste Shift Times 000 : | min

Import Timetable.

Method Editor | Worklist | Sample Run |

Make sure when you type the MS parameters on the next page that the tune file is the one
that you want to use with the acquisition.
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3 Enter the QQQ parameter values.

a Select the Scan Type from the list in the Time segments table. The
Scan segments table is cleared when you change the Scan Type. The
parameters available on the right change depending on the Scan Type.

If you are changing the Scan Type from MRM to Dynamic MRM or to
Triggered MRM, you can copy and paste the transitions from the
original Scan segments table to the Clipboard and then to the new
Scan segments table. See the online Help for more information.

b Type in any Acquisition values you want to change. You can enter
multiple Scan segments.

You cannot set the fragmentor voltage in Acquisition if the instrument type
is an Agilent 6490 or an Agilent 6495. It always uses the value in the tune

file.
i Method Editor x
0 el [ [pszseantetiosm
Properties DA HP Bampler 4P Campler Prevesmen:  Cual. Pumg  Column Comp
Ture e Stap tine Acauisition | v | i |
[.nlu-qu TNE XML O He it Pumg Scan segnets
Bowes.| &S c i o Campound Binp ConpoundMame | 15TD?  Pascuisorlon © MS1RAes | Procustlon ©| WS2Fes | Dwsl Fisgmenia
|Eompeun: ] 357 L 0 fure [ m I
[P Time iherng x i J L
a5 Es o] W Pakridin 007 mi
Tine segraiz
Sat Se ey Deta | Debs | o
il i SenTym | Divvisbo | US| GRS | St
o 0 W

0 o =

Towizate

S 7] _v_i'..ms

[4a1 cuckeeds [F035 iyl

" Metcd Edrior [ Worklist | Sample R

4 Set up to change Triple Quadrupole parameters with segments and scans:

a To add a segment, right-click anywhere in the Scan segments section to
bring up the Scan Segments shortcut menu, and click Add Row.

b Type the parameters for each Scan segment.
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Acquisition | Source | Chromstooram | Mstrument | Diagrostics |

Scan segments

E“&E‘;‘;"dr Compound Name | 15T0? | PrecuIsar | gy ‘“’;’;;:ﬂw ‘P“n"'e'r‘sy” EBHA:\E:;'!M Polaity

» Sulfadimethorine r 311 |Urit T E] 7| Positive
Sulfachloropyridazine | 285 Uit Sart 8 7|Positive
Sulfamethazine [ 2731 |Unit 12 7|Pasitive
Sullamethizole r 271 Uit RIS SRR B 4 7|Positive

Update DMRM Method ..,

cut
Copy
Paste
Paste from Clipboard

Fill Down

Fill Colummn

5 Set up signals for the Chromatogram plot:
a Click the Chromatogram tab.
b Select the Chromatogram Type, and type other plot values.

acauistion | Sowce C | instrument | |

Chramatogran:

Chiomatogram Type Label Evtracted Masses | Precursorlon | Product lon | Excluded Masses | Offset| -Range
Tic TIC a 1E+07
MAM MAM 50 200 o 1000
EIC EIC 200 of 1000
MSTEIC MSTEIC 250 200 o/ 1oo0
MS2EIC MS2EIC 0 200 o 1000
BPC BPFC 200 o 1000
MS1BPC MS1BPC 200 200 o 1000

» [DEEEEE  |mszBPc 50 o om0
TiC
MAM
EIC
MSTEIC
MS2EIC
FC
MSTBPC
M52BPC
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6 Set up the Stored instrument curves in the Instrument tab. In the
Qualitative Analysis program, you can display these values in the MS
Actuals window for the current spectrum. With the Triple Quadrupole, the
values in the MS Actuals window in the Qualitative Analysis program are
the values that you save in the Instrument tab.

a Click the Instrument tab.

b Select the Stored instrument curves. These curves can be shown in the
Chromatogram Results window in the Qualitative Analysis program. The
values can be seen in the MS Actuals window.

Acquisiion | Source | Chromatogram In:llumentl Diagrostics |

Awaisble instument cives Stored instiument curves
apilary Chamber Curent

Capillary Currert Nebuizer

Gas Flow

Gas Temp

High Vac

W51 Hester

M52 Heater

Pump] Current

Pump2 Curtent

bS

Rough Vac
Sheath Gas Flow
Sheath Gias Temp
Turbol Speed
TurboZ Speed

<

- (& Ll

7 Set up the data analysis (DA) parameters.

A method can contain BioConfirm parameters, Qualitative Analysis
parameters, Quantitative Analysis parameters, or a combination. BioConfirm
is a separate product that you can purchase. You can mark the BioConfirm
Automation check box on the BioConfirm tab; the Qual Automation check
box is marked on the Qual tab, and the Quant Automation check box is
marked on the Quant tab.

a Click the DA tab.

b Optional. Mark the Qual Automation check box. The name of the
current Qualitative Analysis method is shown in the box. If you want to
change the Qualitative Analysis method that is connected, click the
button to select a different method. When the Data Acquisition method
is saved, the Qualitative Analysis method that you selected is copied or
linked to the Data Acquisition method.
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Properties DA Multisampler  Multi ler Pretreatment  Binary Pump  Column Comp.  QQQ
Qual | Quant|
[¥] Qual Automation
Qualitstive Analysis Method

Select a method

Link. @ [ e

Change to Method:  D:\MassHunter\MethodshB. 08, 00D efault. m

¢ Optional. Click the Quant tab. Mark the Quant Automation check box.
The name of the current Quantitative Analysis method is shown in the
list. If you want to change the Quantitative Analysis method that is
connected, click the D button to select a different method. When the
Data Acquisition method is saved, the Quantitative Analysis method that
you selected is copied or linked to the Data Acquisition method.

d Optional. Mark the Generate Report check box on the Quant tab. Then,
you select the Method Path / Template File to use. If you want to
print the report, mark the Print to default printer check box. You can
also mark the Publish check box to create a CSV file, a TXT file, or a
PDF file.

Froperties | DA | Multisampler  Multisampler F Binary Pump  Column Comp.  GGQ
[ Qual | Quant |
[¥] Quant Automation
Quantitative Analpsis Method

Select a method
Link @ Copy
Change to Method: - D:\MassHunter\Methods\B.08.004QuantE xampleMethod. mhQuantE samplet ethod.r
Wiew Mathod
[¥] Generate Report
Method Path / D:\MassHunter\Report Templates\QuantsLettet\GuantReport_ESTD_RasultsByCor

Templats File:
View Method

[] Print to default printer

[T Publish C5Y

8 Set up the Properties for this method.
a Click the Properties tab.
b Click the D button to select the Pre Run Script.
¢ Click the D button to select the Post Run Script.
d Type the Description for this method.
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9 Save the method.
a Click Method > Save As or Method > Save.
b If User Management & Audit Trail or Compliance (with ECM) is

enabled, enter the Reason for creating a new version of this method.
Click OK.

¢ If necessary, name the method and click OK.
10 Set up and run interactive samples:

a Click the Sample Run window. By default, it is tabbed with the
Worklist and Method Editor windows.

b Enter the Sample Name, the Data File Name, the Path and other
values.

¢ Enter the Additional Information. You can change the value of the
parameters in the Additional Information list.
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You can run a Data Analysis method from this window by selecting
Both Acquisition and DA or DA Only for the Method Type. In
addition, you have to set Override DA method to indicate which Data
Acquisition method contains the DA (Data Analysis) method to execute.
You always have to do this.

d To start the single sample run, click the Run button (h) in the
Sample Run window or the Run button ( ) in the main toolbar.
You can instead click Sample > Run.

You can run the single sample in either locked or unlocked mode. When
the mode is locked, no one can change the method or sample
parameters during a run. You also cannot overwrite this data file in the
Data Acquisition program. The Lock button () in the main toolbar
A . v

indicates that locked mode is on.
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11 Set up and run worklists

a Click the Worklist tab to show the Worklist window. If the Worklist
window is not visible, click View > Worklist.

b Right-click the upper left corner of the worklist.

| \arkdiat x
O v > 2 || z|

praple Name o o Method Data File

2edd bultole Somple:
24dd Sample
Addd Seriat...

Copy Rovs)

Dielets Rew(s)
Add Colunngs)..
ShownHige/ Crder Colurmna...
Text Size "
Add Warlist.,
“warklist fan Parsrieters...
Iaport Wark bt
Wrap

o Track Worklist B

Z | 3
Worklist

Wsthod Editor | \Workliat | Sampe 2un |

¢ Click Add Multiple Samples. The Add Multiple Samples dialog box
opens.

d Enter all the information on the Sample Information tab.

e Click the Sample Position tab to specify the sample vial locations

(make sure the specific sample tray type has been configured by
right-clicking the autosampler device image).
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f Specify the locations, and click the OK button.

g To set up the worklist run, right-click the upper left corner of the
worklist, and click Worklist Run Parameters.

h On the Run Parameters tab, type the paths for the method.
i  Click the Data File Settings tab.

j Type or select the folders for the data files. Select the File Naming
options.

k Click the Additional Parameters tab.

I Review the information and click the OK button.

m To start the worklist, click the Run Worklist button ( ) in the main toolbar

or the Run button (.- ) in the Worklist window. You can also click Worklist >
Run.

You run the worklist in locked or unlocked mode. When the mode is locked,
no one can change the method or the worklist while the worklist is
running.
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To use an acquisition method that has a different DA method than the method entered in
the worklist, show the column called Override DA Method in the worklist by using the
Show/Hide/Order Columns dialog box. In this column, type the name of another method
containing the DA parameters you want to use for the sample. The DA part of this method
is used instead of the DA part of the current method.

You can also type the name of this method in the Add Multiple Samples dialog box.
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Step 5. Review results with the Qualitative Analysis program

Use the Qualitative Analysis Navigator and Qualitative Analysis Workflows
programs to do these tasks and more:

Review results for acquisition method development

Select the most appropriate precursor and product ions for MRM
analyses

Find compounds
Identify compounds
Do molecular feature extraction
Do the exercises in the Qualitative Analysis Familiarization Guide to help you

learn how to use the Qualitative Analysis program. View the Qualitative Analysis
eFamiliarization Guide for TQ to get an overview of the software.

Do Exercise 1 of the Data Acquisition for Triple Quadrupole Familiarization
Guide to help you learn how to use the Qualitative Analysis program to develop
acquisition methods.

Also, refer to the online Help for the Qualitative Analysis software to learn how to
do more operations to analyze your data.

Step 6. Analyze data with the Quantitative Analysis program

Another primary tool for analyzing and reporting Triple Quadrupole LC/MS
results is the Quantitative Analysis program.

* Do the exercises in the Quantitative Analysis Familiarization Guide to
learn how to quantitate the acquired data files:

Set up a batch and a method to automatically quantitate a set of
samples

Review results by learning how to view and use the Batch-at-a-Glance
results screen

Identify and use outliers to change the method and requantitate the data
using a better calibration curve fit or other more appropriate settings

Follow the instructions in the Quantitative Analysis eFamiliarization Guide to get
an overview of the software.

Also, refer to the online Help for the Quantitative Analysis program to learn how
to do more operations to analyze your data.
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In this book

This book contains brief
instructions to help you get
started with your Agilent Triple
Quadrupole LC/MS. This book
takes a quick look at using the
Data Acquisition program to:

¢ Prepare the instrument for a
run.

¢ Set up acquisition methods.

¢ Set up and run worklists.
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